KING OF GREENS

Philly homeowners get Inci
BY GREG HALBREICH

€LY hese are recycled paper countertops,”

Todd Ballantyne says as I run my hand
over the hard blue surface, "A lot of people
don't know this stuff is around.”

A lirtle more than two years ago Ballantyne
decided to renovate his home—a converted
19th-century schoolhouse in Lansdale—using
all environmentally friendly materials. When
he had trouble tracking items down, he de-
cided 1o open the Environmental Home 5tore,
which he now runs our of his house. The
store specializes in green building marerials
and sustainable design: bamboo flooring and
butcher block, clay paints and recycled paper
countertops, which are made by compress-
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ing thin sheets of recycled paper with 60,000
pounds of pressure per square inch, creating
a solid surface that looks and feels more like
stone than paper.
Ballantyne says that though the expense
of green building or renovaring can be
off-putting o cerrain people, the cost doesn't
have ta be prohibitive. “You do what you can,
one room at a time, and collectively, if every-
body's doing it. the benefits start to add up.”
Antonio Larson just bought whar he
describes as a “shell” in West Philly. "I'm just
trying to be as non-energy-dependent and use
as much green marerial as possible,” he says.
While Larson has noticed 4 surge of interest
in green building, he'd like to see more people
gerang involved. It seems like an upper-
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middle-class thing, and 1'd really like to see it
come down, because ir's something thar really
everybody can do.”

Neil Toensmeier, who's buying the houss
next to Latson’s, says he won't be dererred by
cost. “Theres only so much money, so you
save whatever you can, and then you make
smart decisions where you're able ro."

There's been a rising interest in green build-
ing nationally over the last couple of years,
heightened by increased media coverage and
the success of works like Al Gore’s documen-
tary An Inconvenient Truth. Much of the focus
has been an curting energy consumption with
items like efficient appliances and light bulbs.
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Bur Larson has found a lot more options
our there. “It’s a bit overwhelming for me put-
ting all chis rogether,” he says.

Rob Fleming wants to work with people like
Larson and Toensmeier. In 2002 Fleming, an
architect, helped open the Sustainable Design
Resource Center with a grant from the Sus-
rainable Development Fund. The goal was to
educate architects and designers, but there was
one problem: “No architects came,” Fleming
says. “We were ahead of the curve in 2002, but
now green construction has tipped, and we're
gerting a lot more customers.”

The center offers free, short consulrations.
“We try to help people through the minefield
of green out there. There are so many options
that people can become frozen. Whar's green
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For a long time cities

and Portland, Ore., led the green-buildine
trend nadonally. But recently Philadelphis S
come to the forefront of the green mon

and mectings all over the area, a

a driving force for sustainable theoeshr
out the region. And ar Rag Flars, 2 sssamae

community in Fishtown, solar phomseiae
panels on the roof provide much of ¢

and there’s a 6,000-gallon cistern o oo
rainwater.

“In the last owo years Philadelphas Sas camme
forward as a leader in sustainz
construction,” says Fleming.

Ballantyne agrees: "Philadelphus = s o
the greenest cites in the counts” —




